The Catcher in the Rye



Readers Response Questions

Chapters 4-7

Entry #2 

Directions:

( Respond to 3 questions for chapters 4 & 7; respond to 2 questions for chapters 5 & 6. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

Chapter 4

1. Holden is often quick to criticize people as being phonies.  Why does he view Stradlater as a phony?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

2. Analyze and interpret Holden’s sentiment: “You take a handsome guy, or a guy that thinks he’s a real hot-shot, and they’re always asking you to do them a big favor.  Just because they’re crazy about themself, they think you’re crazy about them, too, and you’re just dying to do them a favor”(27-28).

3. Holden is a touchy character and a lot gets on his nerves.  Why do you suppose the following things bother him:

a. “I mean if somebody yawns right while they’re asking you to do them a goddam favor”(28)?

b. “Stradlater was always doing that.  He wanted you to think that the only reason he was lousy at writing compositions was because he stuck all the commas in the wrong place”(28).

c. “Ackley kept saying, the whole goddam game, that Coyle had a perfect build for basketball.  God, how I hate that stuff”(29).

4. Literary critics have often noted that Holden is antisocial and misanthropic, but in addition to hating others, he dislikes himself and often tries to escape his reality.  Referring to chapter four, support this claim.

5. Holden undergoes an interesting transformation when Stradlater announces that he is going out on a date with Jane Gallagher.  Up until this moment, Holden has been indifferent and disinterested in people.  Why do you suppose he is so interested and gets so excited over Jean Gallagher?  Refer directly to the text to support your answer.

6. Analyze and interpret the following passage: “Yeah.  She wouldn’t move any of her kings.  What she’d do, when she’d get a king, she wouldn’t move it.  She’d just leave it in the back row.  Then she’d never use them.  She just liked the way they looked when they were all in the back row”(31-32).

7. Why do you suppose Holden asks of Stradlater, “Hey, don’t tell her I got kicked out, willya?”(33).

8. How does Holden’s admission of nervousness relate to the question he later poses: “I was sort of nervous, all of a sudden.  I’m quite a nervous guy.  ‘Listen, where you going on your date with her?’””(34)?

Chapter 5

1. Holden is often suspicious of people’s motive.  Why is he suspicious and skeptical about Saturday night steaks at Pencey?  How does he perceive this gesture by Thurmer to be a pretense and a facade?

2. Holden tells us, “The snow was very good for packing.  I didn’t throw it at anything, though.  I started to throw it at a car that was parked across the street.  But I changed my mind.  The car looked so nice and white.  Then I started to throw it at a hydrant, but that looked too nice and white too.  Finally I didn’t throw it at anything”(36).  What does this passage suggest about Holden’s character?  

3. What is the significance of Allie’s baseball mitt and why is Holden so drawn to it?

Chapter 6

1. Analyze and interpret why Holden is so worried in the following passage: “When I really worry about something, I don’t just fool around.  I even have to go to the bathroom when I worry about something.  Only, I don’t go.  I’m too worried to go.  I don’t want to interrupt my worrying to go”(40).

2. Analyze and interpret the following passage: “This next part I don’t remember so hot.  All I know is I got up from the bed, like I was going down to the can or something, and then I tried to sock him, with all my might, right smack in the toothbrush, so it would split his goddam throat open”(43).

3. What does the following line suggest about Holden’s character: “You never saw such gore in your life. I had blood all over my mouth and chin and even on my pajamas and bathrobe.  It partly scared me and it partly fascinated me”(45)?

Chapter 7

1. Holden has announced on several occasions his dislike for Ackley.  However, following his fight with Stradlater, Holden immediately goes to Ackley’s room.  Why?

2. Why do you suppose it bothers Holden so much that Stradlater might have had sexual intercourse with Jane Gallagher?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3. Holden awakens Ackley and asks him about the criteria to join a monastery.  Why would Holden want to join a monastery?

4. While Holden is packing he experiences sadness as he handles a pair of ice-skates.  Why does he feel this way?

5. Analyze and interpret the following passage: “I put my red hunting hat on, and turned the peak around to the back, the way I liked it, and then I yelled at the top of goddam voice, ‘Sleep tight, ya morons!’””(52).  

