The Catcher in the Rye


Readers Response Questions

Chapters 16-20

Entry #5 

Directions:

( Respond to 3 questions for each chapter. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

Chapter 16

1. Analyze and interpret Holden’s sadness with regards to the two nuns: “It made me so damn sad when I thought about it, they’re never going anywhere swanky for lunch or anything.  I knew it wasn’t too important, but it made me sad anyway”(114).

2.  In this chapter we receive our first glimpse at the significance of the title of the novel.  Holden sees a 6-year-old kid walking a straight line down a NYC street.  Holden says of the scene, “The cars zoomed by, brakes screeched all over the place, his parents paid no attention to him, and he kept on walking next to the curb and singing, ‘If a body catch a body coming through the rye.’  It made me feel better.  It made me feel not so depressed anymore”(115).

a. What is the significance of the song in relation to the book?

b. Why does this kid and his song make Holden feel better?

2. Holden encounters several kids while he meanders through NYC.  If you analyze the language of his descriptions closely, you’ll realize that he never refers to these kids as being phony.  Why do you suppose this is the case?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3. Holden maintains a special fondness for childhood and his memories often elicit happiness.  For example, Holden reflects: “We had this teacher, Miss Aigletinger, that took us there damn near every Saturday.  Sometimes we looked at the animals and sometimes we looked at the stuff the Indians had made in ancient times. Pottery and straw baskets and all stuff like that.  I get very happy when I think about it.  Even now”(120).  Why does Holden cherish these memories of childhood?

4. Analyze and interpret Holden’s thought process and explain what he says he can’t explain: “Nobody’d be different.  The only thing that would be different would be you.  Not that you’d be so much older or anything.  It wouldn’t be that, exactly.  You’d just be different, that’s all.  You’d have an overcoat on this time.  Or the kid that was your partner in line the last time had got scarlet fever and you’d have a new partner.  Or you’d have a substitute taking the class, instead of Miss Aigletinger.  Or you’d heard your mother and father having a terrific fight in the bathroom.  Or you’d just passed by one of those puddles in the street with gasoline rainbows in them.  I mean you’d be different in some way – I can’t explain what I mean”(122)

Chapter 17

1. Holden typically hates the pretenses and facades people tend to parade about.  Analyze and interpret his reaction to Sally’s appearance: “The funny part is, I felt like marrying her the minute I saw her.  I’m crazy.  I didn’t even like her much, and yet all of a sudden I felt like I was in love with her and wanted to marry her”(129).

2. Analyze and interpret Holden’s notion of love: “Then, just to show you how crazy I am, when we were coming out of this big clinch, I told her I loved her and all.  It was a lie, of course, but the thing is, I meant it when I said it”(125).

3. Holden believes Sally is being pretentious when they skate.  He tells us, “... they gave Sally this little blue butt-twitcher of a dress to wear.  She really did look damn good in it, though.  I have to admit it.  And don’t think she didn’t know it.  She kept walking ahead of me, so that I’d see how cute her little ass looked”(129).  Based on what you know about Sally, is she being pretentious?  Explain

4. Holden finally unleashes what’s on his mind and asks the following of Sally: “Did you ever get fed up?  I mean did you ever get scared that everything was going to go lousy unless you did something?(130).

a. What is Holden fed up with?

b. According to you, what is the “something” Holden will do to end his “lousy” situation?

5. Explain what Holden means when he says to Sally, “That’s exactly my goddam point.  I don’t get hardly anything out of anything.  I’m in a bad shape.  I’m in a lousy shape”(131).

6. Analyze and interpret Holden’s thought process: “I said no, there wouldn’t be marvelous places to go to after I went to college and all.  Open your ears.  It’d be entirely different.  We’d have to go downstairs in elevators with suitcases and stuff.  We’d have to phone up everybody and tell ‘em good by and send ‘em postcards from hotels and all ... “(133).

7. Holden repeatedly tells us, “I swear to God I’m a madman”(134).  What is he implying by this remark?

Chapter 18

1. a.  Analyze and interpret Holden’s sentiments and the context surrounding the event: “I saw it with old Sally Hayes the year before, and she kept saying how beautiful it as, the costumes and all.  I said old Jesus probably would’ve puked if he could see it – all those fancy costumes and all”(137).

b. Analyze and interpret: “The thing Jesus really would’ve liked would be the guy that played the kettle drums in the orchestra”(137-138).  Why does Holden feel this way?

2. Explain the hypocritical irony of the following scene: “She had this little kid with her that was bored as hell and had to go the bathroom, but she wouldn’t take him.  She kept telling him to sit still and behave himself.  She was about as kindhearted as a goddam wolf.  You take somebody that cries their goddam eyes out over phony stuff in movies, and nine times out of ten they’re mean bastards at heart”(139-140).

3. Analyze and interpret: “Anyway, I’m sort of glad they’ve got the atomic bomb invented.  If there’s even another war, I’m going to sit right the hell on top of it.  I’ll volunteer for it, I swear to God I will”(141).

Chapter 19

1. Analyze and interpret: “He said half the married guys in the world were flits and didn’t even know it.  He said you could turn into one practically overnight, if you had all the traits and all.  He used to scare the hell out of us”(143).

2. Based upon his interaction with Carl Luce, is Holden capable of sustaining an “intellectual” conversation?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3. Holden typically finds his acquaintances to be phony, pretentious, and shallow.  According to Holden, these characteristics are not of his own. However, how might Carl Luce disagree with Holden?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

4. Carl Luce, based on his Eastern philosophical beliefs, suggests that se is both a spiritual and physical experience.  Holden responds, “So do I!  So do I regard it as a waddayacallit – a physical and spiritual experience and all.  I really do”(146).  Based on what you know about Holden, does he really view sex as both a physical and spiritual experience?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

Chapter 20

1. Analyze and interpret: “When I was really drunk, I started that stupid business with the bullet in my guts again.  I was the only guy at the bar with a bullet in their guts.  I kept putting my hand under my jacket, on my stomach and all, to keep the blood from dripping all over the place.  I didn’t want anybody to know I was even wounded.  I was concealing the fact that I was a wounded sonuvabitch”(150).

2.  Based on the following line, is Holden authentic?  A misanthrope?  A nonconformist? – “When I got down off the radiator and went out to the hat-check room, I was crying and all.  I don’t know why, but I was.  I guess it was because I was feeling so damn depressed and lonesome”(153).    

2. The ducks at Central Park South resurface in this chapter.  We’ve already established that the ducks symbolize something.  How does the symbol take shape in this chapter?

4.  Analyze and interpret: “It’s not too bad when the sun’s out, but the sun only comes out when it feels like coming out”(156).

