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Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry.  Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Reader’s Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Analyze and interpret Slim’s comment to George and George’s reaction: “Funny how you an’him string along together”(39).

2. In this chapter we finally learn about the true nature of the relationship between George and Lennie.  Are they related in any way?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3. What does the following passage tell us about the characters of both George and Lennie: “Tell you what made me stop that.  One day a bunch of guys was standin’ around up on the Sacremento River.  I was feelin’ pretty smart.  I turns to Lennie and says ‘Jump in.’  An’ he jumps.  Couldn’t swim a stroke.  He damn near drowned before we could him.  An’ he was so damn nice to me for pullin’ him out.  Clean forgot I told him to jump in.  Well, I ain’t done nothing like that no more”(40).

4. It could be argued that what fuels the relationship between George and Lennie is George’s fear of being alone.  Find a passage to support this claim and explain your reasoning.

5. With regards to the incident in Weed that led to so much trouble for Lennie, is George asserting that Lennie is to blame?  Use a quote to help defend your answer.

6. Analyze and interpret the following scene: “Hell, no.  He just scared her.  I’d be scared too if he grabbed me.  But he never hurt her.  He jus’ wanted to touch that red dress, like he wants to pet them pups all the time”(42).

7. What does the following passage suggest about the loyalty of some migrant workers: “Got no teeth’ he said.  ‘He’s all stiff with rheumatism.  He ain’t no good to you, Candy.  An’ he ain’t no good to himself.  Why’n’t  you shoot him, Candy”(44).

8. Carlson lists several reasons why Candy should out his dog to death.  List 2 reasons and examine if he has a valid point.

9. Analyze and interpret the source of the silence in the following line.  Why is it so thick? – “The silence fell in the room again.  It came out of the night and invaded the room”(48).

10. Analyze and interpret the following passage: “Two an’ a half.  You can get a shot for two bits.  Susy got nice chairs to set in, too.  If a guy don’t want a flop, why he can jus set in the chairs and have a couple or three shots and pass the time of day and Susy don’t give a damn.  She ain’t rushin’ through and kickin’ ‘em out if they don’t want a flop”(52).

a. Explain the context and circumstances surrounding this passage.

b. What does the passage suggest about Lennie’s and George’s dream?

11. Who needs to believe the following story more, George or Lennie?  Explain – “Well, it’s ten acres,’ says George.  ‘Got a little win’mill.  Got a little shack on it, an’ a chicken run.  Got a kitchen, orchard, cherries, apples, peaches, ‘cots, got a few berries ... “(57).

12.  Lennie continually says, “we could live offa the fatta the lan’”(57)

a. What does he mean by this?

b. Can his dream become a reality?  Explain

12. Why do you suppose Candy want to take part of the dream?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

13. T o what extent is Candy’s dog responsible for him buying into the dream?  Use a quote to help explain your answer.

14. Analyze and interpret the context and circumstances surrounding the following scene: “The next minute Curley was flopping like a fish on a line, and his closed fist was lost in Lennie’s big hand”(63).

15. Why does Slim advise Curley to lie about the incident surrounding his hand?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

