11-2 Adding and Subtracting Radicals

"hen performing operations on radicals, we can follow some of the same guidelines as
~when we perform operations on like and unlike terms. As you know, we are NOT able to
add and subtract unlike terms. Consider the unlike terms 8x°and 2x*.

8x® +2x% = {%x‘%zf 8x° —2x% = 8x -2«

For radical expressions, like radicals have the same radicand. Unlike radicals do not have
the same radicand. Examine the similarities between the two examples below:

GrESF6xfE8Y= Ux * 3y
2EsVelie2ksfe 917" + 3Te

**You may need to simplify a radical expression to determine if you have like radicals.**
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Practice 11-2 Name

vExpressed in simplest radical form, the sum of 5v7 and 3282
m w7 @ 17 (3) 6037 4 835

Simplify the following expressions.

2. 3J/5+6V2-3J2+/5= 3. 6a+/50 —6a2 =

N V37 -5 = 5. 5\T2 -8 +3=
163/21

6 = F -5V12=



